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and nutrition, milk and milk products, fruit canning, marketing
etc., and it has issued many valuable publications. In 1939 it wa
aiding nearly one hundred research projects in both Provinces anc
States.

But probably the greatest contribution which the British Rai
has made to the prosperity of Indian agriculture is through the
irrigation of vast areas. Irrigation was not introduced by the
British. Tanks and wells and even canals were constructed in
India long centuries ago. The Hindu kings of Vijayanagar built
elaborate works for irrigation and water supply, but modern
irrigation has been developed in India on a larger scale than in any
other part of the world.

The first large schemes were undertaken after the terrible famine
of 1865-6, when over a million people died in Orissa alone. Their
object was tie protection of areas particularly liable to failure of
the monsoon, but so successful did they prove that fresh schemes
were planned to bring under cultivation land which was too dry
to grow crops without artificial watering. By this means the
Punjab was transformed from one of the poorest into one of the
richest Provinces in India. These wonderful results led to krger
and larger projects being undertaken. By constructing barrages
across the great rivers and drawing off water into a network of
canals, dry tracts which had been almost uninhabited desert in the
Punjab and Sind have been turned into fertile fields supporting
large and prosperous populations. The Lloyd Barrage at Sukkur
in Sind, across the Indus, alone provides irrigation for 5^ million
acres. It has sixty-six spans, each of which can be closed by steel
gates, and is the largest work of its kind in the world. The Sudej
Valley Scheme has four separate barrages supplying ten canals
which command an area fax larger than the whole cultivated area
of Egypt

The watm of nearly all the great rivers of the north have now
been harnessed to canal schemes, while in Central and Southern
India great artificial lakes have been formed by the construction
of massive dams in suitable positions across water-courses flowing